STEWARDSHIP

Cathedral of St Peter in Scranton, available on

Dec 25, 2022

St. Elizabeth

St. Mark

CTV: Catholic Television of the

Saturday Offering

10.00pm $330.00

4pm $60.00

$252.00

$322.00

Diocese of Scranton.
Weekdays 12:10p.m., 3:30p.m. and 7:00p.m.

Loose
Sunday Offering

Weekends, Saturday Vigil Mass 4:00 p.m. and
rebroadcast on Sunday morning at 10:00a.m.

Parish Secretary:

Loose

Online

$495.00

$280.00

$10.00

Oplatki

$10.00

Amanda Proch
St. Elizabeth/St. Mark

Christmas Flowers

$10.00

Church Dues

$315.00

Mer Rish
St. Elizabeth/St. Mark

Initial Offering

$300.00

Director of Music/Choir: Mer Rish
St. Elizabeth/St. Mark

Director of Religious Ed: Nicole Pachucki
St. Elizabeth/St. Mark

Heat
Christmas

$5.00
$2197 .00

Debt Reduction

$60.00

Donation

$30.00

GRAND TOTAL:
Pastors Emeritus:

$310.00

Insurance, Assessment & Maint

Parish Staff
Office Manager:

10:30am $635.00

$5621.00

Rev. Anthony M. Urban
Rev. William J. Karle

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK
The shepherds returned from Bethlehem
“glorifying and praising God.” They were affected
deeply by the sight of the infant Messiah and the
message of
the angels.
What would
the world
look like, if
we allowed
ourselves to
be likewise
impacted by
the word of
God?

Care & Education

$.00

Human Develop/Rel Retirement

$.00

DIOCESAN TOTAL:

$.00

Mass Attendance:

St. Mark ——–— 104 (4:00pm)
St. Elizabeth—– 72 (10.00pm), 61 (10:30am)
St. Elizabeth/St. Mark’s Guild is deeply
touched by the continued support towards
their annual Gift Card donations for Toys for
Tots. Your generosity has warmed the hearts
of many needy children this Christmas.
The total of $880 was collected and given to
Catholic Social Services.

Parishioners or friends who are sick and in need of prayers can
be added to our Prayer Line by calling the
St. Elizabeth (E)

Parish Office at 570-472-3061.

St. Mark (M)

December 31, 2022 – January 8, 2023
Sat.

Dec 31

Please pray for:

4:00pm(M)

Maryann Bielski
by Nancy Bielski

6:00pm(E)

Thomas Kindred
by Rosemary Kindred

Sun.

Jan 1 10:30am (E)

Elizabeth Ayre
by Dr. Gary & Benedetta Lawrence

Sat.

Jan 7 4:00pm (M)

Mario & Helen Barbini
by Charlie & Elaine Morehead

6:00pm(E)
Sun.

Jan 8 10:30am(E)

John Stavish
by Family
Albert Hamel
by Debbie Mitchell

Noreen Catani Amico, Zachary Bailor, Finna Carangelo,
Brian Casey, Joanna Colleran, Robbie Covert,
Jared Coyne, Art Crognale, Ron Dean, Mary Dec,
Greg & Kathy Decristofaro, Furlong Family,
Hannon Family, Bernard Hendrzak,
William Hughes, Michael Hutter, Charlie Jamiolkowski,
Charlotte Janc, Lee Jones, Barbara Kindred,
Joyce Kishbaugh, Mollie Litchman, Robert Lloyd,
Carol Miskiel, Pam Mohl, John Novinski,
Carolyn Palencar, Ron Petro, Ariana Marien Quinn,
Donald Rood, Rose Salansky, Stella Sawicki, Jean Seals,
Douglas Stanzone, Shannon & Colby,
Rev. Anthony Urban, John Yancheck.
Please notify office when names should be removed.

ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE
Mary, The Holy Mother of God

Walter Topolewski

We hide ourselves and our secrets from God because we are afraid. Even Mary can
seem too perfect to approach. The shepherds find the strength to speak to Mary and
Joseph at the moment they see the child in the manger. They open their hearts and
share what they’ve experienced. Saint Luke writes of the shepherds, “When they saw
this, they made known the message that had been told them about this child.”
When I was a college student, I visited Rome. Beggars often approached and said,
“Mangia? Mangia?” I didn’t speak Italian and thought, “Why are they speaking about
the Christmas nativity scene?” My friend said, “Mangia means eat. They’re hungry.”
That’s when I realized more deeply than ever before that Mary puts her baby in a
place designed for hungry animals to eat.
See that baby in the
manger in your heart.
Imagine Mary kneeling
nearby looking at you
with love. She doesn’t
cling to God for herself. In that cave, from
the beginning, she quietly offers her son to
hungry souls. The manger means vulnerable
self-offering
love.
That’s the sign. This
week that same manger
opens our hearts to tell
Mary about our lives,
too.
— Father John Muir

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS
by Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman
She Kept All of These Things in Her Heart
“What was my first word? Who was there when I was born? When did I start to walk? Which
toys did I play with? What made me cry when I was a baby?”
My oldest has reached the age where she has started to ask questions like this. As she grows
up, she is realizing that, in order to understand the world around her, she must first understand
herself. This makes her insatiably curious about her own identity, her history — her “origin
story,” as they say in the movies.
I’ve got most of it documented either in writing or in photos, but even if it’s a detail that wasn’t scribbled in a baby book or saved to my digital cloud, it’s a memory that I can quickly
summon and make real for her as we snuggle and talk about who she was, who she is, and
who she may become.
I’m the mom. I have kept all of these things in my heart.
The Blessed Mother knew more about God before opening a book than most of us could discover after a lifetime of study and prayer. There is no one whose knowledge of Christ was so
intimate, so deep, so simultaneously ordinary and extraordinary, as the human woman who
bore him, birthed him, nursed him, raised him and eventually gave him up.
In the way that I can tell my daughter everything there is to know about the part of her life she cannot recall, Mary can tell us everything we need to know about Christ. All we have to do is ask.

Mary kept all of these things in her heart. — Luke 2:19

Open to upperclassmen in college to 40 year olds, the
retreat is designed to help young women root their
identity in Christ while giving them a community of
support and prayer.
The retreat will begin at 8pm on Friday night and wrap
up with 11am Mass on Sunday morning. The retreat
will also offer guided personal prayer, small group discussions, Eucharistic Adoration, opportunities for rest,
fellowship, and the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
The cost of the weekend is $60, but some scholarships
are available for those who may need them.

